


Progress Update

In August 2022, the Center made progress
across a number of priority areas to stabilize
the budget and close the digital divide. The
Mayor's efforts for budget stabilization using
ARPA Revenue Recovery funding has already
yielded positive results. The City of Cleveland's
issuer rating was upgraded by Moody'’s
Investors Service from A1 to Aa3. This is the
first time in 12 years that the City has received
such an upgrade. This will result in lower
borrowing costs and an expanded investor
base for Cleveland. This demonstrates the
City's proactive approach to financial
management. In addition to enhancing the
City's creditworthiness, tactics to stabilize the
budget will promote the City's ability to
maintain staffing and service levels through
future economic downturns.

A Request for Proposals for Closing the Digital
Divide - Digital Adoption and Affordable
Access was released on June 30. Submissions
are due on August 26. We are excited to have
already received many proposals from both
local and national organizations.

Collaboration

To strengthen our efforts and enhance our
collaboration with Cleveland City Council, the
Center now includes Council's Director of Policy,
Jessica Colombi and Policy Analyst, Anne Tillie.
The Center is excited to be working even more
collaboratively with Council through this

process and has already experienced a boost in
momentum around priority areas, such as
Violence Prevention & Public Safety and Housing
for All as Council champions work

alongside Bibb administration leaders to scope
out initiatives.

Additionally, the Center is pleased to have
Office of Equal Opportunity Director Tyson
Mitchell join the team of senior leaders.
Director Mitchell will focus on bringing an
equity lens to the allocation of ARPA dollars.

Meetings with national and local partners to
incorporate best practices from across the
country, shape ideas, and share our process
continued this month. This includes the
Brookings Institute’s Transforming Cities Lab,
the U.S. Council of Mayors, and the Ohio
Mayors Alliance.

Proposed Initiatives

The Center is currently prioritizing initiatives to
introduce to Council for a first reading at the
September 12, 2022 meeting. Initiatives
considered for funding have come from
departments within the administration, City
Council, and the community as proposals. The
Center will be evaluating each proposal using
the Evaluation Guide. Initiatives with the highest
marks will be recommended to Mayor Bibb and
Council.
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